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Seth Godin

“Marketing is no longer about the stuff that you 
make, but about the stories you tell.” 
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POST-PRODUCTION3
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Assemble the Content
•Offload the content and make backups

•Lay the interview footage on the timeline and rough cut the answers

•Place answers according to Dan Harmon’s story circle 

•See “Pre-Production,” “Storytelling Structures,” and “Scriptwriting”

•Rough overlay B-Roll and drama scenes on top of interview

•Lay audio down roughly to match B-Roll

•Lay music down roughly
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Editing
•Lay audio down roughly

•The goal is to tell the story as efficiently as possible

•Focus close-ups where you want to portray the most emotion

•Find balance between your close, medium, and wide shots. Keep the film MOVING!

•Make cuts on action, at the end of a sentence, or on strong word pronunciation

•You can also make cuts on beat changes in music

•Avoid jump cuts unless you’re making a YouTube “Vlog” style film

•Only keep shots that serve the story

•Color correct (exposure, contrast, white balance, etc.)

•Color grade to support mood  and emotion (color tone and atmosphere)

•i.e. Dark and gritty = scary or intense
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Feedback and Critique
•Export and send to friends, family, and other creatives

•Be specific on what you want feedback for

•Did you pick up on the message?

•Was there a good balance of interview to B-Roll?

•Was the film too long or too short?

•Tell your stories often and share for God’s glory and your ministries growth!



27



Download 

Documentary Storytelling Process - PDF
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Resources

•The Elements of Documentary Filmmaking - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yx99KdAF1LI 

•How to Make a Documentary - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YmQfPHLCjdg 

•Dan Harmon Story Cycle - https://youtu.be/-XGUVkOmPTA 

•Jonah Sachs Story Wars - https://youtu.be/o69xW8wtBhk 

•Start with Why - https://youtu.be/IPYeCltXpxw 

•Every Story is the Same - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LuD2Aa0zFiA 

•The Science of Story - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cSxeDtwQnuY
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www.reliantcreative.org

/reliantcreative

Ministries are busy doing ministry work and don’t have time to tell their stories.  
God is at work globally in powerful ways and those stories inspire action.  

We partner with Christian ministries to tell engaging stories that mobilize the Church.

@reliantcreative

/company/reliantcreative
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Thank You! 


